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Bologna ideas

• Modularity
• Mobility
• Flexibility
• Transferability
• Accountability
• Quality
• Publicity
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Basic legal foundations

• Law on education system from the year 
1991

Matura - uniform state exam at the end of a 
secondary school since 2005

• Law on higher education from the year 
2005

Admission on the basis of Matura
Large autonomy of HEI in building study 
programs
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Higher Education in Poland

• 99 public HEI (1200000 students)
18 universities (700000 students)

• 330 private HEI (800000 students)

University: multidisciplinary HEI offering 
programs in humanities, social sciences, 
natural sciences, law, mathematics et al.
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Problems with projects in IT

• Limited resources for IT
• Lack of industrial software for HEI
• Passive role of the Ministry of Education
• Large autonomy of Polish HEI Collaboration 

of rectors:
Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in 
Poland (102 HEI)
Conference of Rectors of Universities in Poland –
KRUP (18 universities)
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Interuniversity Centre for IT
MUCI

• NET -Tempus Project involving 15 Polish 
and 7 EU universities – building of the 
University Study Management System  
(USOS)

• Foundation of the Interuniversity Center 
for IT by KRUP in December 2001

• MUCI – consortium created to coordinate 
projects on IT within Polish universities
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Structure of the MUCI

Working teams

Project commission 1 Project commission 2 ...

Board of directors
5 - 11 members

Council
Representatives of 17 universities
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Funding of MUCI

• Yearly membership fee of participating 
17 universities

• Additional fee for participation in chosen 
projects

• Licensing of software for associate 
members of MUCI – 10 HEI
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Initiatives of MUCI

• University Student Management System - USOS
(everything a student office may need)

• Internet Recruitment System - IRKa
(application for candidates to the university)

• Electronic Student ID Card - SELS
(multi-application national student ID)

• National Register of Matura - KReM
(access to the results of state exam)
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University Study Management 
System (USOS)

• Student IS
• Course and examination IS
• Credit IS
• Reporting system
• Scholarships
• Tuition fees
• Connections to other systems
• MUCI owns the product
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USOS - basic ideas of the 
system

• general university system
• common core of the system
• adapted to the needs of different 

universities
• flexible
• locally configurable 
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USOS ArchitectureUSOS Architecture
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Main page of the USOS



Paris, 23Paris, 23Paris, 23---24 March 200624 March 200624 March 2006

Basic personal data
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Personal programme
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Semester requirements
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Personal achievements
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Curriculum description
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Vocabulary - staff positions
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Vocabulary - university structure
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Summary of USOS

• Active in 20 HEI
• Working teams in 6 universities
• Supports mobility of students
• Printing of diploma supplements
• Minimum costs/effectiveness ratio
• Key role of Dr. Janina Mincer-Daszkiewicz

from Warsaw University
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Admission to HEI

• Rules determined autonomously by each 
institution

• Until 2004 – entrance exams at most places
• From 2005 

– new system of Matura state exam - external grading
– 8 Regional Examination Commissions
– by law maturity examinations should be used as a 

basis for admission procedure
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IRK – admission and assessment

• Developed at Warsaw University
• Registration procedures and assessment 

criteria
• Getting results of Matura exams from Regional 

Examination Commissions
• Taking into account results of university 

predisposition exams
• Automatic assessment decisions
• Information system available on-line all-year-

round
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IRKa – a list of study programs
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Description of the program
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New student admission 
system for 2005
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Student enrollment in USOS
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Summary of IRKa

• The new system will be used for 
Warsaw University admission

• Soon also for admission to other HEI
• Might become a standard for all Polish 

HIE
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National Register of Matura - KReM

• Transfer of all Matura examination results 
to the KReM server located at Warsaw 
University

• Access to the KReM server for other HEI
• Necessary to sign agreements, which 

guarantee the confidentiality of personal 
data
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Main features of SELS

• National electronic student ID card
• Issued by HEI
• Uniform format of data
• Data electronically secured
• Graphical and electronic validation
• Open to other functionalities
• Low cost/functionality ratio
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Compulsory data
• Version number
• Serial number of the card
• HEI name
• Student’s family name
• Student’s first name
• Registration number at HEI
• Copy number (A,B,C,...)
• National ID number 
• Expiry date

All data signed electronically by HEI
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SELS – front view
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SELS – reverse view
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Hologram

31-03-06
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Additional applications of SELS

• Use of the bar code in library systems
• Processor contact card opened to other 

applications
• Extension to a contactless card (hybrid 

system)
• Principle: new applications approved by 

the HEI issuing the card
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Summary

• Bologna process triggers a collaboration of 
HEI

• Collaboration leads to standardization of IT
• Standardization lowers costs
• IT requires many organizational changes
• Students act in more flexible environment 

and are more mobile
• All information can be reached easily
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